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Dr. BRIAN NEIL PETERSON
3191 Holly Brook Circle NE, Cleveland TN, 37323
email: bpeterson@leeuniversity.edu; Phone: 423-559-7953
EDUCATION 

2004-2009      Wycliffe College at the University of Toronto; Toronto, Ontario

Ph.D. in Old Testament Studies

Thesis: Ezekiel in Context: Ezekiel’s Message Understood in its Historical Setting of Covenant Curses and Ancient Near Eastern Mythological Motifs

Majors: Pentateuch and Sixth Century Prophets

Minors: Deuteronomistic History and the Intertestamental Period

Wycliffe Award for Tuition

2003-2004       Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary; South Hamilton, Massachusetts 

 Master of Arts in Old Testament

Summa Cum Laude 4.0/4.0

Major Paper: An Old Testament Theology directed by Walter Kaiser 

Gray Scholarship for Tuition from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 

Phi Alpha Chi Scholastic Honor Society

2001-2003      Beeson Divinity School; Birmingham, Alabama

Master of Theological Studies with a focus in New Testament Studies

Summa Cum Laude 4.0/4.0

Major Papers: The Teaching Role of the Priesthood directed by Allen P. Ross

To Work or Not to Work-That is the Question: An Exegetical Study of Philippians 2:12-13 directed by Frank Thielman

Outstanding Master of Theological Studies Student Award 2003

Dean Scholarship Tuition Award 2001–2003

1997-2001      Zion Bible College; Barrington, Rhode Island

Bachelor of Bible

Minor in Christian Education

Evangelical Training Association Teacher Diploma in Education 

Valedictorian of the Class of 2001; Summa Cum Laude 4.0/4.0

1985-1987
Moncton Technical Training School; Moncton, New Brunswick Journeyman’s License in Carpentry

LANGUAGES:

Proficient knowledge in reading Biblical Hebrew, Koine Greek, and French 

Working knowledge in reading German and Ugaritic

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
2011 to Present: Assistant Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew at Lee University, Cleveland TN

Courses: Message of the OT; Survey of the OT; Intro to Biblical Hebrew I&II; Hermeneutics; Deuteronomistic History; Wisdom Literature; Pentateuch; Intermediate Hebrew
2010–2011: Assistant Professor of Old Testament at Prairie Bible College, Alberta Canada
Courses: Pentateuch; Historical Books I; Major Prophets; Wisdom Literature
2010: Gambia, West Africa: *Lecturer (Short-term Missions): The Conceptual World of the Old Testament: Its ANE Religious, Social, and Political Context—Gambia Theological Institute—Spring 2010
 Knox College 2009–2010
*Lecturer: Wisdom Literature and the Christian Experience—Spring 2010 (Teaching Korean-speaking students with the aid of a translator)   
*Guest lecturer (Masters of Divinity level [fall 2009]): Old Testament Prophets 

*Lecturer: Diploma for Lay Ministry: Online class through Blackboard™—Introduction to the Old Testament    
Introduction to the Old Testament
    *Taught weekly tutorials on methods of doing exegesis (Masters of Divinity level)
Wycliffe College 2005–2010
*Lecturer: Old Testament Themes and Theology in Light of the Book of Common Prayer—Spring 2010 (Teaching Western-Canadian Cree clergy)   
Introduction to the Old Testament and Preaching and Teaching the Book of Genesis
    *Guest lectured multiple times on areas of expertise, which enhanced the students’ understanding 

    of difficult texts (Masters of Divinity level)

    *Facilitated Seminar Discussions which gave students space to ask questions and make comments

     which provided more interaction between students
* Lecturer: Diploma for Lay Ministry: Introduction to the Old Testament, winter 2009  
*Guest lecturer: Diploma for Lay Ministry: Wisdom Literature, 2007 

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 2003–2004
Biblical Greek I and II, 2003–2004

    *Taught bi-weekly tutorial sessions to a group of 20 students who all improved their knowledge of  

     Biblical Greek (Masters of Divinity level)
Beeson Divinity School 2001–2003

Gospel of John, 2003

    *Guest lecturer (Masters of Divinity level)

I have experience using and teaching through the online program Blackboard™ and Blackbaud™
MINISTRY EXPERIENCE: 
Westmore Church of God, Cleveland, TN
Occasional Speaker for Crossroads Small Group, 2011 to present

  *Taught and facilitated small group discussions

Taught an eight-week class on archaeology Fall 2016
Taught a six-week class on Genesis Fall 2016

Taught a ten-week class on the Pentateuch Spring 2017
St. Bride’s Anglican Church, Toronto, ON

Christianity 101 Facilitator, 2009

   * Facilitated small group discussions

St. Paul's L'Amoreaux Anglican Church, Toronto, ON

Christianity 101 Facilitator, 2007

*Facilitated small group discussions for a five week introduction to Christianity class

Evangel Pentecostal Assembly, Hartland, NB

Guest Speaker, occasionally 1997–2009
*Preached on Sundays to a congregation of 70 people on a wide range of biblical topics

Percussionist in the praise band, 1982–2010
    *Participated in weekly rehearsals

    *Served the congregation by playing contemporary worship songs

Garywood Assembly of God, Birmingham, AL Substitute Lecturer for a Lay Hermeneutics Class, 2003
Calvary Temple Assembly of God, Fall River, MA

Sunday School Teacher, 1998–1999

*Taught Junior High Sunday School on a weekly basis focused on biblical understanding

Nursery Worker, 1999–2000

*Bi-monthly responsibility of ensuring the safety 5–10 preschool-aged children

Zion Bible College, Barrington, RI
Drama and Music Travel Team, 1997–1998

*Drove the troupe every week to various churches for traveling ministry

*Acted in multiple dramas for the proclamation of the Gospel

*Counselor for two summer camps and embodied and taught the Gospel of Christ for children of all ages

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES
Member of the Evangelical Theological Society 

Associates for Biblical Research

Near Eastern Archaeology Society

COMMITTEES

2017—Faculty Council

2013–present—Diversity Committee, Lee University  

2012–present—Bible and Theology Department Sub-Committee, Lee University 

2012–present—MABTS Committee, Lee University, Lee University

2008–2009—Biblical Department Representative for the Advanced Degree Student Association at the Toronto School of Theology, University of Toronto

AWARDS

Appalachian College Association Post-Doctorate Fellowship Grant 2015

PUBLICATIONS

Monographs

1) Ezekiel in Context: Ezekiel’s Message Understood in its Historical Setting of Covenant Curses and Ancient Near Eastern Mythological Motifs. Princeton Theological Monograph Series 182. Eugene, OR: Pickwick Publications, 2012.

2) The Authors of the Deuteronomistic History: Locating a Tradition in Ancient Israel. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2014.

3) John’s Use of Ezekiel: Understanding the Unique Perspective of the Fourth Gospel. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2015.

4) What Was the Sin of Sodom and Gomorrah: Homosexuality, Inhospitality, or Something Else? Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2016.
5) Voice, Word, and Spirit: A Pentecostal Survey of the Old Testament. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2017 (co-authored).

6) Genesis as Torah: Reading Genesis as Law. Eugene, OR: Cascade Publishing, forthcoming.

7) Commentary on Genesis: A Pentecostal Perspective. Deo Publishing (under contract).

8) Voice, Word, and Spirit: A Pentecostal Survey of the New Testament. Nashville: Abingdon Press (forthcoming).

Essays

1) “Ezekiel’s Perspective of Israel’s History: Selective Revisionism?” Pages 295–313 in Prophets and Prophecy and Ancient Israelite Historiography. Edited by Mark J. Boda and Lyssa Wray Beal. Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 2013.

2) “Kh. el-Maqatir: A Fortified Settlement of the Late Second Temple Period on the Benjamin Plateau.” Pages 61–91 in In the Highland’s Depth: Journal for the Study of Archaeology and History of the Highland’s Region Volume 7. Edited by Aharon Tavger and Zohar Amar. Ashdod, Israel: Ilan Press, 2017.
Articles: Peer-Reviewed
1) “The Gibeonite Revenge of 2 Sam 21:1–14: Another Example of David’s Darker Side or a Picture of a Shrewd Monarch?” Journal for the Evangelical Study of the Old Testament 1, no. 2 (2012): 201–222.

2) “Could Abiathar, the Priest, Be the Author of Judges?” Bibliotheca Sacra 170, no. 680 (Oct–Dec 2013): 432–52.

3) “Is Breast Milk a “Kinship-Forging Substance” in the Hebrew Bible? A Response to Cynthia Chapman.” McMaster Journal of Theology and Ministry 14 (2012–13): 72–97.

4) “Ezekiel’s Rhetoric: ANE Building Protocol and Shame and Honor as the Keys in Identifying the Builder of the Eschatological Temple.” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 56, no. 4 (2013): 707–31. 

5) “Stephen’s Speech as a Modified Rîḇ Formula.” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 57, no. 2 (2014): 351–69.
6) “The Authorship of Samuel: 70 Years after Noth.” Bibliotheca Sacra 172, no. 688 (2015): 416–32.
7) “The Sin of Sodom Revisited: Reading Genesis 19 in Light of Torah.” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 59, no. 1 (2016): 17–31.
8) “Eve’s Curse Revisited: An Increase of “Sorrowful Conceptions.” Bulletin of Biblical Research 26, no. 2 (2016): 1–16.
9) “Judges: An Apologia for Davidic Kingship: An Inductive Approach.” McMaster Journal of Theology and Ministry 17 (2016-2017): 3–46.
10) “The Khirbet El-Maqatir Ram’s Head: Evidence of the Israelite Destruction of Ai?” Near Eastern Archaeological Society Bulletin 61 (2016): 39–53.
11) “Samson: Hero or Villain? Reading the Samson Narrative in Light of David and Saul.” Bibliotheca Sacra 174 (Jan–Mar 2017): 22–44.

12) “A Scarab of Psametik I from Khirbet el-Maqatir.” Palestinian Exploration Quarterly 149, no. 3 (2017): 186–200.

13) “Egyptian Influence on the Creation Language in Genesis 2.” Bibliotheca Sacra 174 (July–September 2017): 283–301. 

14) “Does Genesis 2 Support Same-sex Marriage?: An Evangelical Response.” JETS (forthcoming).

15) “Did the Vassal Treaties of Esarhaddon Influence the Chronicler’s Succession Narrative of Solomon?” BBR (forthcoming).

16) “Identifying the Sin of Sodom in Ezekiel 16:49–50.” JETS (forthcoming).

Articles: Non Peer-Reviewed

1) “YHWH the ‘Abusive Husband’?: A Closer Look at Ezekiel 16 and 23”  Peace and Safety in the

 Christian Home 97 (Spring 2010): Online http://www.peaceandsafety.com/2010-2/.

2) “Face to Face,” Servant Magazine: A Ministry of Prairie Bible Institute, Issue 86 (Winter 2010): 8.

3) “The Lamps of Khirbet el-Maqatir.” Bible and Spade 26, no. 4 (Fall 2013): 98–102.
4) “The Conquest of Jerusalem in Joshua and Judges: Are the Biblical Author(s) Confused?” Bible and Spade 28, no. 1 (Winter 2015): 13–17.

5) “Destroy All Their Idols: A Ram’s Head from Joshua’s Ai.” Bible and Spade 28, no. 2 (Spring 2015): 51–53.

6) “First Century Home Construction.” Bible and Spade 28, no. 4 (Fall 2015): 88–97.

7) “Jesus the Stone Mason?” Bible and Spade 29, no.1 (Winter 2016): 22–27.

8) “The Stratification of ‘Tel Maqatir.’” Bible and Spade 30, no.2 (Spring 2017): 38–43.

9) “The Maqatir Ram’s Head: Part II.” Bible and Spade (forthcoming).

10) “The Influence of Archaeology on Genesis 2.” Bible and Spade (forthcoming).
11) “How Does One Become an Archaeologist?” Bible and Spade (forthcoming).

Annual Archaeology Reports
1) “2014 Year-end Report on Squares P20, 21 and P22.” Online http://www.biblearchaeology.org/tag/2014%20season.aspx.

2) “2015 Year-end Report on Square P22.” Online 
3) “2016 Year-end Report on Square P22.” Online 

Dictionary Articles
1) “Ezekiel, Book of.” In Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2012.
2) “Nephilim.” In Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2012.
3) “Cosmology.” Pages 90–99 in Dictionary of the Old Testament: Prophets (DOTPr) Edited by J. Gordon McConville and Mark Boda. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012.

4) “Wild, Laura Huldah.” Pages 530–33 in Biographical History of Women Interpreters. Edited by Marion Ann Taylor and Agnes Choi. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 2012.

5) “Havvoth-Jair.” Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2014.

6) “Kadesh on the Orontes.” Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2014.

7) “Kassites.” Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2014.

8) “Kishon.” Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2014.

9) “Mahanaim.” Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2014.
10) “Massebah.” Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2014.
11) “Urartu.” Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2014.
12) “Pekahiah.” Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2014.
13) “Paltiel, Son of Laish.” Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2014.
14) “Calneh.” Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2014.
Reviews
1) Review of Charles L. Echols’s “Tell Me, O Muse.” Journal of Hebrew Scriptures 10 (2010).

2) Review of Philip Esler’s “Sex, Wives, and Warriors.” Review of Biblical Literature (5/15/2012).

3) Review of W. Ross Blackburn’s “The God Who Makes Himself Known: The Missionary Heart of the Book of Exodus.” American Theological Inquiry 6/1 (2013).
4) Review of Jack Rogers’s “Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality: Explode the Myths, Heal the Church (2009).” Journal of Biblical Manhood and Womanhood 20, no. 1 (2016): 104–08.
5) Review of David G. Firth’s “The Message of Joshua.” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 59, no. 2 (2016): 370–71. 

6) Review of Iain Provan’s “Genesis.” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 59, no. 3 (2016): 607–8.
7) Review of Preston Sprinkle’s et al. “Two Views on Homosexuality, the Bible, and the Church.” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 60, no.3 (2017): 669–74. 
PAPER PRESENTATIONS

1)  “The Authorship of Judges Considered”—Presenter for the Southwest regional meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society (March 28, 2009)

2) “Ezekiel 37 and 38–39: A Curse Juxtaposed”—Presenter for the annual meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society in New Orleans (November, 2009)

3) “The Builder of Ezekiel’s Temple: Another Aspect of Ezekiel’s Rhetorical Strategy”—Presenter for the Midwest regional meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society (March, 2010)

4) “David’s Darker Side: A Closer Look at 2 Samuel 21:1–14”—Presenter for the annual meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society in Atlanta, Georgia (November, 2010)

5) “Stephen’s Speech as a Modified Rib Formula”—Presenter for the annual meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society in Milwaukee, Wisconsin (November, 2012).

6) “The Authorship of Samuel: The Deuteronomist 70 Years after Noth”—Presenter for the annual meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society in Baltimore, Maryland (November, 2013).
7) “The Archaeological History of Khirbet el-Maqatir.” Presenter at 5ive Points Museum March 19, 2015.

8) “Maqatir and the Bible.” Presenter at 5ive Points Museum (April 21, 2015).

9) “Wall Construction in Ancient Israel.” Presenter at the annual Associates for Biblical Research Meetings. Jerusalem, Israel (May 27, 2015).  

10) “The Ram’s Head from Ai.” Presenter at annual Associates for Biblical Research Meetings. 
Jerusalem, Israel (June 9, 2015).  
11) “Khirbet el-Maqatir: A Prosperous polis of the Late Second Temple Period.” Presenter at the Sixth Annual Highlands Conference. Hashmonaim, Israel (October 8, 2015).
12) “The Sin of Sodom Revisited: Reading Genesis 19 in Light of Torah”—Presenter for the annual meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society in Atlanta, Georgia (November 18, 2015).
13) “From the Road to Emmaus to the Day of Pentecost: An Old Testament Survey

from a Pentecostal Perspective.”—Presenter for the annual meeting of the Society for Pentecostal Studies in San Dimas, California (March 11, 2016).
14) “A Critical Response to Terry Samples’ ‘Moral Progression’” at the annual meeting of the Society for Pentecostal Studies in San Dimas, California (March 12, 2016).

15) “Stones the Builders Rejected.” Presenter at the annual Associates for Biblical Research Meetings in Jerusalem, Israel (May 27, 2016). 

16) “Egyptian Influence at Khirbet el-Maqatir, Three Scarabs Speak.” Presenter at the annual Associates for Biblical Research Meetings in Jerusalem, Israel (June 6, 2016).

17) “Excavating Khirbet el-Maqatir: Salvaging the Past.” Presenter at the Appalachian College Association Annual Summit in Kingsport, TN (October 1, 2016).

18) “The Date and Context of the Conquest.” Presenter at the annual Associates for Biblical Research Meetings in Jerusalem, Israel (May 2017).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK

Spring 2010—Two weeks digging as part of a thirty-person team at Khirbet el Maqatir (Proposed site of Joshua’s Ai) with the Associates for Biblical Research under the leadership of Dr. Bryant Wood and the supervision of Dr. Eugene Merrill (Dallas Theological Seminary)

Spring 2011—Square supervisor for the annual two-week dig at Khirbet el Maqatir

Spring 2012—Square supervisor for the annual two-week dig at Khirbet el Maqatir

Spring 2013—Square supervisor for the annual two-week dig at Khirbet el Maqatir

Spring 2014—Field Archaeologist for the annual two-week dig at Khirbet el Maqatir

Spring 2015—Field Archaeologist for the annual three-week dig at Khirbet el Maqatir

Spring 2016—Field Archaeologist for the annual three-week dig at Khirbet el Maqatir

Spring 2017—Field Archaeologist for the annual three-week dig at Shiloh
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