LEE UNIVERSITY

MMST 538 CREATIVE PREACHING & TEACHING

INSTRUCTOR:  Jimmy Harper


OFFICE:  Conn Center 104A

TEXTS:  
Harper, Jimmy. Launching A Forever Faith.  Cleveland, TN: Pathway Press, 2004.

Blackwood, Rick.  The Power of Multi-Sensory Preaching and Teaching.  Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Zondervan, 2008.

UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT:

Lee University is a Christian institution which offers liberal arts and professional education on both the baccalaureate and graduate levels.  It seeks to provide education that integrates biblical truth as revealed in the Holy Scriptures with truth discovered through the study of arts and sciences and in the practice of various professions.  A personal commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior is the controlling perspective from which the educational enterprise is carried out.  The foundational purpose of all educational programs is to develop within the students’ knowledge, appreciation, understanding, ability and skills which will prepare them for responsible Christian living in a complex world.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

This course provides a broad study of homiletics and teaching using non-traditional and creative approaches, while seeking to maintain the integrity of the pulpit.  It will integrate innovative forms and multiple learning styles into sermon and lesson preparation so the student will be able to communicate the Gospel to a wide variety of audiences.
Prerequisites:  None
3 Credit Hours

I. PURPOSE:
This course is intended to acquaint the student with various forms of delivering sermons and lessons to non-traditional settings and to non-traditional people.  It will provide an overview of preaching fundamentals, but will assume the student has foundational homiletical knowledge.  Computer technology, drama, music and other art forms will be demonstrated and procedures for incorporation into sermon construction will be discussed.

II. OBJECTIVES OF COURSE:
A. General Learning Objectives
This course seeks to:

1.
Introduce the student to basic terms and concepts of homiletics.

2.
Introduce the student to various methods and approaches to creative preaching and teaching styles.

3.
Survey contemporary preaching and teaching styles currently being used.

4. Explain how to integrate traditional aspects of homiletics with non-

traditional styles.

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the various methods of preaching

and teaching.

B. Specific Instructional Objectives
As a result of the activities and study in the course, students should be able to:

1. Compare and contrast models of preaching and teaching from traditional and non-traditional settings.

2. Discuss how creative methods of preaching and teaching can be utilized in various settings in and out of the church.

3. Identify specific methods or forms of sermon production which utilize non-traditional media forms.

4.    Discuss major implications of incorporating non-traditional methods

       into sermon and lesson construction.

5.    Describe how integrating these methods will enhance preaching and

       teaching in traditional and non-traditional settings.

III. TOPICS TO BE COVERED:
A. Traditional Homiletics and Teaching
B. Non-traditional Approaches to Preaching and Teaching now Being Used

C. Ethics in Preaching and Teaching
D. Computer Technology in Preaching and Teaching
E. Art in Preaching and Teaching
F. Drama in Preaching and Teaching
G. Music in Preaching and Teaching
H. Characteristics of Learners

I. Audience Participation in Preaching and Teaching
J. Illustrations, Games and Visual Examples in Preaching and Teaching
IV. INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES: 

A. Lectures will be minimized and faculty/student dialog will be maximized

B. Assigned Reading

C. Observation 
D. Collaborative Learning
E. Multimedia Presentations
F. Evaluation and Feedback
V. RESPONSIBILITIES OF STUDENTS: 

A. A High Level of Student Participation is Expected

B. Assigned Reading

C. Observation and Evaluation
D. Group Involvement

E. Student Presentations
F. The School of Religion encourages the use of gender inclusive language in all oral and written communication.
VI. EVALUATION:
A. Evaluation Activities

1. Philosophy of Ministry Statement

10%
2. Project Paper (15-25 pages)


30%

3. Presentation Number One 


20%

4. Presentation Number Two


20%
6.  Presentation Number Three


20%

B. Grading Scale

A  = 93 – 100

A- = 90 – 92

B+ = 88 – 89

B  = 83 – 87

B- = 80 – 92

C+ = 78 – 79

C  = 70 – 77
F  = 69 & Below

C. Attendance Policy

Since this class is designed as a workshop with student evaluation and input being a vital part of the process, attendance is expected for all class meetings.

D.  MMST 538 Final Project

The main focus of this class and this project is the creative approach to ministry.  Therefore, using appropriate creative elements in the creation and layout of the overall project is and should be your priority.

I would want to see these basic elements in your project:

· Basic layout and flow of your project

· Structure of your event or project

· Include planning elements for the project

· List leaders and positions needed to implement the project

· Outline devotions or sermons related to the event

· Provide a budget for your project if applicable

· All other details related to your event or project

Some additional important information:

· Always use Turabian format for SOR projects and papers

· Remember this is not a research paper but rather a project paper

· No required number of sources but be thorough in your research

· Project must be 15-25 pages but that does not need to be all paragraph format; for example, a budget sheet can be one page

The focus of the project is up to you but I want it to be something of interest to you and something that you have a passion to do in ministry.  I also hope that this project can be used in your ministry or at your local church.  It is my hope that this is more than a project for a class…..I want it to be an effective part of your ministry that you can easily put in place.

Some examples of projects:  Discipleship Plan, Summer Mission Trip, Summer VBS, Youth Camp Plan, Outreach Event, Retreat Plan, Small Group Ministry

E. Confidentiality Policy
A student worker will be responsible for recording grades, and averaging grades for this course.  Please inform the professor if you object to a student worker performing the above duties during the normal discharge of the duties related to her/his position as a student worker.   The student worker will be instructed not to discuss grades or the student’s performance with anyone except the professor of this course.  Grades will not be released to any person other than the student, nor will grades be released over any communication device.  Furthermore, grades will not be shared with students except when assignments and exams are returned to the class.  

VII. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

Lee University is committed to the provision of reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities as defined in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Students who think they may qualify for these accommodations should notify their instructor immediately.  Special services are provided through the Academic Support Program.

VIII. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

As a Christian community of scholarship, we at Lee University are committed to the principles of truth and honesty in the academic endeavor.  As faculty and students in this Christian community, we are called to present our academic work as an honest reflection of our abilities; we do not need to defraud members of the community by presenting others’ work as our own.  Therefore, academic dishonesty is handled with serious consequences for two fundamental reasons: it is stealing – taking something that is not ours; it is also lying – pretending to be something it is not.  In a Christian community, such pretense is not only unnecessary, it is also harmful to the individual and community as a whole.  Cheating should have no place at a campus where Christ is King because God desires us to be truthful with each other concerning our academic abilities.  Only with a truthful presentation of our knowledge can there be an honest evaluation of our abilities.  To such integrity, we as a Christian academic community are called.
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