HUMAN BIOLOGY STUDENT CONTRACT – Spring, 2012
Goal of Lee University: is to develop each student in mind, body, spirit and to foster an inquisitive mind and lifelong learning.
Goal of Course: is that by the end of this semester you will appreciate the marvelous "bio-machine" that our awesome God created for you to use as a vehicle in this life and understand the basics concerning its structures and how it functions.  After all, one must understand one's "vehicle" if one is to make the best choices in how to maintain it so that it is a reliable means of transportation.  Your present and future "ministry" will depend on it!
How do I do my best? – Discipline to Read, Review / Work ‘Smart’ / Relate to “real world”
                                              - Learning Styles / Strengths
                                  - Academic Support Services!
Grades:
1. Unit tests (5 tests, each 10% of grade)          500
2. Quizzes (Unannounced, 20% of grade)         200
3. Lab (30% of grade, see lab syllabus)            300 / 1,000 points total
Understand that at the end of the semester, the grade I assign for you will be based on the points you have earned during the entire semester in the lecture and the lab.  I will follow the grading scale reported in the syllabus.  At that point it will be too late to earn more points because you desire a particular letter grade.  The time to earn points toward your final course grade is by working throughout the semester and not at "the last moment".  This is a principle of how life is outside of Lee University and this is how it will be in this course.

Attendance:
Regular attendance in class is essential to doing well in a college science class.  Although it does not insure a particular grade, it does help to insure that you have the best opportunity to do as well in the class as you are individually able.  I will check attendance regularly by giving "attendance quizzes".   Quizzes will typically cover the material addressed in the previous class period or occasionally the material in the textbook reading assignment for that class.  The points earned will be 20% of the points that the course grade is based on.  There will be at least 23 quizzes with the first 20 determining the quiz grade and any additional quizzes taken counting as bonus points. You must obviously be present in the class to have the opportunity to earn these points.  You are responsible for whatever occurs in class regardless of whether you are present, absent, or absent excused.  Should any student miss more than 3 weeks of class (> 9 classes), their final course grade can be reduced by 1 letter grade (including from a "D" to an "F") as described in the University catalog.
In addition, if you are not regularly (daily) reviewing what was covered in the previous classes and reading / studying the textbook assignments, you will most likely not do well on attendance quizzes and will miss the opportunity for earning 20% of your course grade and a primary means of "extra credit" in this course!  You most likely will not do well on the examinations either.  Remember, the rule of thumb in college work is at least 2 hours study time / hour in class to earn a "C" in the course (see ‘The Differences: High School vs. College” on web page).  In the sciences, that should be at least 3 hours study / hour in the classroom or at least 9 hours / week!  This is for the average student and more time might be required for less prepared students or students who do poorly in science.  This, of course, does not include the "review time" on the days prior to a major examination.

Academic Integrity:
As a Christian community of scholarship, we at Lee University are committed to the principles of truth and honesty in the academic endeavor.  As faculty and students in this Christian community, we are called to present our academic work as an honest reflection of our abilities; we do not need to defraud members of the community by presenting others’ work as our own.  Therefore, academic dishonesty is handled with serious consequences for two fundamental reasons: it is stealing – taking something that is not ours; it is also lying – pretending to be something it is not.  In a Christian community, such pretense is not only unnecessary, it is also harmful to the individual and community as a whole.  Cheating should have no place at a campus where Christ is King because God desires us to be truthful with each other concerning our academic abilities.  Only with a truthful presentation of our knowledge can there be an honest evaluation of our abilities.  To such integrity, we as a Christian academic community are called. 

Cell Phones / iPods / Internet: should not be operated in the classroom. It is a sign of disrespect to your classmates, to the instructor, and therefore to the Lord. These should be put away and cell phones should either be turned off or placed on ‘vibrate’ so as to not disturb class. This is especially true during any quiz or exam. Laptops / iPads are for notes, not “surfing” the Internet or emails.
Communication: Although you have multiple ways to communicate with me (ie. phone, email, notes on my office door) besides face-to-face, I am not always able to reply immediately. Life can be very hectic for faculty as well. Please allow me 24 hours to see/read your communication and to reply back to you. You should also be sure to activate and regularly check your Lee email address so that you also receive timely information and important notices.
Grade Posting Permission:
I have read, understood, and agreed to abide by the above policies, as well as all policies described through the course web page (http://webpages.leeu.edu/rwest/), and I give Dr. West permission to “post” (place) my grade results on the course web page using my Lee University (WebAdvisor) student I.D. number.

Name (printed) - _______________________ Name (signature) - ________________________ 
